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Interlinking PICTURA

 Start January 2000

 virtual collection of images with

educational background

 To promote the research on images

 Indexing, open access, online…

• WHEN?

• WHAT?

• WHY?

• HOW?
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Pictura Paedagogica Online –

Picture archive for educational history
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www.bbf.dipf.de/pictura-paedagogica-online
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New Beginnings 

• After 17 years…

 Big Plans

• Update on software

• New collections 

• More partners

 FIRST STEP:

•New project: Interlinking Pictura
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• Funded by CEDIFOR (Centre for the Digital 

Foundation of Research in the Humanities, 

Social, and Educational Sciences)

• Cooperation with IZB (DIPF)

Virtual research environment

(VRE)

Interlinking Pictura
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Friedrich Johann Justin Bertuch

(1747-1822 Weimar)
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 tutor, translator, editor, businessman in Weimar

 Private secretary

 Founder of “Fürstliche freie Zeichenschule Weimar”

 Editor of : “Allgemeine Literatur-Zeitung”, “Teutscher

Merkur”

 …
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Friedrich Johann Justin Bertuch
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Bilderbuch für Kinder

• 1790 – 1830

• “business plan” (preface of volume one):

 Excellent quality of illustrations

 Diverse and foreign subjects to keep children 

interested

 Short explanation 

 Small editions (just 5 plates)

 affordable prize
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Bilderbuch für Kinder

• 12 volumes

• 100 plates per volume with mostly 5 figures per 

plate

• 1 page of explanation per plate in German, plus at 

least 1 page in French, 

= 1185 plates, 

about 6000 figures and 2400 pages of text
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Bilderbuch für Kinder
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Die Japanische Tiger-Lilie.
Plate 75, vol. 8 (1813).
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Bertuchs Bilderbuch für Kinder
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Die Mastrichter Höhlen.
Plate 59, vol 3 (1798).

h
tt

p
:/

/b
b

f.
d

ip
f.

d
e

/c
g

i-
o
p
a
c
/b

il.
p
l?

t_
d
ir
e
c
t=

x
&

fu
lls

iz
e
=

y
e
s
&

f_
ID

N
=

b
0
0
2
4
9
5
5
b
e
rl

Bewohner von Montenegro, Albanien 

und Dalmatien in ihrer Nationalkleidung.
Plate 16, vol 10 (1821).
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Vögel die nicht fliegen
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Vol. I, plate 3
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Vögel die nicht fliegen
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Vol. I, plate 3
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Editions

• Pictura

 8 volumes (+ 2 copies of volume II)

• University Library of Heidelberg (UB HD):

 10 volumes (+ OCR)

• Herzogin Anna Amalia Library (HAAB) Weimar:

 12 volumes 
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Virtual Research Environment 

• Annotation

• Visualisation

• Comparison

• Link external information

• Link internal information

• Evaluate

• …
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Semantic CorA

• Semantic Collaborative 

Corpora Analysis for 

Humanities and Social 

Sciences

• Based on Wiki-Technology
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Compare
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Der Guib.

Plate 21. Vol. 2.

1795, 1803.
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Re-arrange
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Quadrupeds

Miscellanea
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Special Research

• Find all Plates with 5 images
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Annotation
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Artist: C.W. f.
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Internal Link 
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Dangerous snakes

Plate 85, Vol. 3

Striping of snake in America

Plate 12, Vol. 6

“We know already by the III. Vol. No. 85. of 

our Galley, that the Buffalo-Snake (Boa 

Constrictor) … “
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Link 
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Sea-Unicorn - Plate 57, Vol. 2.

Narwhal

Plate 7, Vol. 1.

Das See-Einhorn 

oder der Narwal (den 

wir zwar schon auf 

Taf. u. No. 7. im 

ersten Bande unsers 

Bilderbuchs, aber in 

keiner ganz richtigen 

Zeichnung gesehen 

haben, und daher 

jetzt richtiger kennen 

lernen) 
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Link 
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Narwhal

Copperplate 1738

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Narwal_1738_01.jpg.

Narwhal

Plate 7, Vol. 1.
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External Link 
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Henry Pyall – T.T. Bury (1831) 

Coloured Views on the Liverpool and 

Manchester Railway, London.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sankey_Viaduct

Railway between Manchester and 

Liverpool

Plate 28, Vol. 12.
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External Link
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Der Guib.

Plate 21. Vol. 2.

1795, 1803.

Le guib harnaché 

(Tragelaphus scriptus)
http://kinouclic.skyrock.com/2984737769-643-Burundi-

Antilope-Le-Guib-Harnache.html
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External Link
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Der Guib.

Plate 21. Vol. 2.

1795

Le guib harnaché 

(Tragelaphus scriptus)
http://kinouclic.skyrock.com/2984737769-643-Burundi-

Antilope-Le-Guib-Harnache.html
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Analysis

• Number of subjects

• Subjects per volume 

 Relation of contemporary events and the choice of 

themes?

• Geography

 Number of plates with concern to countries?

 emphasis on one region?

…

3737
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Example: Analysis of full text

3838

NOUNS

NAMES
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Citizen Science

• Scientific help by an interested crowd

• Possible objectives:

 Correct full text 

 Identify the classification of animals

 Link contents with database like Wikipedia

 Identify geographical names

 … 
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Thank you very much!

bbf.dipf.de/

pictura-paedagogica-online/

interlinking

40

http://opac.bbf.dipf.de/virtuellesbildarchiv/interlinking
http://opac.bbf.dipf.de/virtuellesbildarchiv/interlinking
http://opac.bbf.dipf.de/virtuellesbildarchiv/interlinking

